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Dear West Virginia German Teachers, Students, and Friends of German: 
 
Granted, Namibia may not be the first place that comes to mind when we think about the German-
Speaking World. Traditionally, we tend to focus on Germany, and more recently, we include Austria 
and Switzerland in our classrooms.  Some even venture into Alto Adige and Alsace Lorraine, but 
usually our southern horizons end at the slopes of the Alps. And yet, we insist that German is a 
Weltsprache used (and useful!) throughout the world, and not just in central Europe.  The topic of our 
weekend retreat is a step toward expanding our horizons of the German-speaking world to include 
regions outside the traditional threesome of Germany, Austria and Switzerland. 
 
So, I invite you to join me on a safari into South-Western Africa to explore a living German culture 
that has persisted against all odds in a truly multicultural, multi-ethnic, and multi-lingual country.  
German, despite being the language of the former violent colonizing power, has become accepted as 
“one of [Namibia’s] tribal languages” (Namibia’s 1st president Sam Nujoma). It persisted even though 
English became the national language after independence in 1990 and Africaans is still the 
predominant lingua franca for communication between the different language groups. The success 
story of the German-heritage population in Namibia has several cornerstones: The creation of a 
network of German schools and cultural associations, political involvement and representation, 
support from the German government and NGOs, an assertion of their importance to the country as a 
whole, among many other factors, have created a strong sense of identity among German- Namibians.  
Rather than creating an insular sub-culture, the German-speaking minority has adapted itself to the 
changed conditions in an independent Namibia. 
 
We will touch on many of these aspects during our immersion weekend, but I believe that we may 
learn some larger lessons from the example of German-Namibian culture.  As an association, we must 
make sure that we recruit and engage students (both graduate students and advanced 
undergraduates, especially those in teacher ed. programs) of German from all institutions.  They are 
the future of our chapter.  We must engage all German teachers in WV and start collaborating with 
each other and across disciplinary and regional borders. And we must advocate for German in West 
Virginia.  A first step is to increase our participation in WVFLTA by attending the fall conference.  I 
plan to discuss these topics, and to hear your ideas, during the chapter meeting and during informal 
conversations at our retreat. 
 
To get the conversation started, I urge you to attend our weekend retreat on April 24-25 at Bethany 
College. There are many ways in which you will benefit from your attendance. Among many other 
things, you will have opportunities to 
 

Network with other German teachers, 

  Advance your program by nominating your ”WV Outstanding German Student,” 

   Make your contribution in developing teaching materials on Namibia, 

     Internationalize your classroom beyond European borders, 

      Bring home a materials package you can adapt for your classroom, 

        Invigorate your teaching by adding some African spice to your classes, and 

         Access opportunities for you and your students through AATG. 
 

I am looking forward to seeing you in Bethany in April. 
 
Viele Grüße, 
 

Harald Menz                                                                     March 7, 2009  
WV-AATG President & 
Professor of World Languages and Cultures 
Bethany College 
Bethany, WV 26032 


